4 


C H A * 8 1 


DELIVERED 


OF THE 


DIOCESE or BRISTOL, 


* We £3 
Pas od} . : , 
£ . is? = 
8 "BY 
— 1 
3. 4 * 5 
© 


PR 5 55 AR Y VI fads TION. 


| Heny Reginald i Lord B iſh o o Brit, 
ED e 


5 „„ EE 4 =» Ur gs” d 


: PUBLISHED AT THE REQUEST OF THE CLERGY... 


BRISTOL: 2 
| PRINTED BY J. RUDHALL, IN SMALL-STREET, | OR 


2 y Xi 5 1 5 F : K 
2 ; ' ; F SY tg”; 4 . : ; , , mu 2 0 
; Ad « d ; a 2 3 OF moe... 8 - T | 1 
5 4% „ ON 24 5 g : 8 * F 2 3 . a "a . 9 8 8 ; * a 2 
F e i J 8 "> [ WH IS $72 »& "a wed 4 N 1 N e 2 
g 3 x * p 1 -_— : > . 7 a 2 # EE ING 1 Kar cs ok 3 88 p 9 1 4 4 nk * 1 
7 W e N % af 8 0 8 2 A 5 — * — —— a — —— I» — — þ rs ay 6 — 
5 . e wide init Lon 7 7 g , — — ware ogy OY 4 ; 
TY — — OE er \ i ye — — — — e Ip > 5 
N 1 1 —— 22 — —ͤ ͤ—— St 2 5 * 2 


5 
2 
— — 

q 4 


\ F . 
2 - » T 
8 bt : . $ 
7 by * * * 4 x . e 7 ; 5 
* 12 2 4 
j K * 15 0 * 4 13 2 hp 
* * Y # 
% 2 
* . 8 
* 
1 2 f 
— 
* 
* 
* 
= a hos — 
- ? ; 253 
- 
is 4 
. — * * 7 * 0 
* * 2 
Ry v9 I ' ; | 
* * F * 
1 . 
. . r e hes 17 IO | te tes ot” 
3 ; 5M r . ig ace ⏑ A * 
2 o * * * 
. 


þ - „ * 
7 fs * 9 * * 3 4 5 3 Fa OE: * * * 4 
R. * E * 1 1 +45 a : 4 
EVEREND BRETHREN 
Pt Jag} Cf 2 85 * r Mr 
A 99 239 2441 444 4 'S i %& t . >» 4 = #; 1 * l 81 3 5 


* * 0 pry . 
7 & 2 N * 4 75 1 * * 
44 14 SEES TO EF FF 1 -& ES LAS 55.4 


Heir i H K ona afforded of eee you in 1 
Place, muſt neceſſarily create conſiderable anxiety in the Perſon 
to whoſe lot it falls. Eminence and DiſtinRiion. of all ſorts carry 
with them ſomething enſnaring to the human mind; and ſome atten- 
tion will ever be requiſite, to prevent theit warping it from the 
proper Purpoſes for which they are given. In Eccleſiaſtical Mat. 
ters theſe conſiderations come with redoubled force; and ſince 
the temporal advancement of Chriſtianity it becomes certainly a 
matter of ſome difficulty ſo to enjoy diſtinction, and to exerciſe 
authority in it, as not to loſe fight of its true and genuine Spirit, 
The firſt Object therefore towards which a Perſon filling the Situa 
tion to which his Majeſty: has been graciouſly pleaſed to call me, 
ought to dire his attention, is his own conduQ, and example; fo 
far at leaſt, that by no poſitive neglect or demerit, the effect of his 
injunctions or exhortations may be loſt upon you. Nor indeed, 
in regard to myſelf will this be quite ſufficient to ſatisfy me in Pg | 
hope of anſwering your juſt expectations; ſince, when I look 


back upon the great and diſtinguiſhed: Names of ſome, of thoſe 


who have heretofore filled this See, I cannot but have ſome fear 
leſt! you ſhould be diſpoſed to lament, that „ the Race is nat 
always to the Swift, nor the Battle to the Strong ;” and become 
leſs jnclined. to liſten with attention, to one whoſe humbler pre- 
tenſions to Notice haye only been called forth by e time and 
chance,” | 
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But whatever impreſſions may be made upon my Mind 
by the ſituation in which I am placed, they do not leave me with- 
out good grounds of confidence that any deficiencies I poſſeſs may 
be ſupplied by your favourable reception of my endeavours; and 
that by mutual co-operation and aſſiſtance we may be enabled to 
contribute with effect our reſpective ſhares, to the common and 
important Cauſe in which we are all engaged. For, perſuaded as I 
am that my good Fortune has thrown me among a Set (ſor the moſt 
part) of loyal and orthodox Clergy, I am aſſured that the good 
diſpoſitions which your natural Candor would induce you to mani 
feſt towards the Perſon of any one placed at your head, will be 
increaſed and ſtrengthened by an anxious deſire to: ſupport that 
Order of things, and that Syſtem, of which he is a neceſſary part. 
A Syſtem, which taking root from the primitive and moſt apoſ: 
tolic times, has been ſo adapted to the fluctuating revolutions of 
human events, (in which even Religion, conſidered as to its exter- 
nal form, muſt neceſſarily be involved) as to anſwer beſt the pur-. 
poſes for which it was intended; and of which I truſt it will not 
be too much to ſay,—(I am ſpeaking of the whole Eccleſiaſtical 
Conſtitution of this Country,)—that allowance being made for the 
infirmities and imperfections of every thing human, it has been 
found during a time of ſufficient experiment and thro' many trying 
Occaſions, calculated to produce the greateſt - prafticable/ good, 
checked by the leaſt poſſible evil. And one ground of its merit, 
I conceive will be found in the Nature of its connection with the 
Civil Conftitution. - Neither the Slave, nor the Tyrant of the 
State, it adorns and ſtrengthens the venerable Fabric to which it 
is joined; and to which it ſo PAINE: aun as to Day e, eee 
| WO fo aha poet of both. % 6 „ Dann 
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To, the Support and Preſervation of this united Conſti- | 
tution, and to the rendering it the inſtrument both of preſent and 


future happineſs to thoſe who live under it, we are all of us called 
in our reſpectiye Stations. And if ever there was a time when it 
could more peculiarly behove us to give attention to this call, 


it muſt ſurely be the preſent: when the Bleſſings of Order and 
regulated Government have been ſo ſignally a among 
us, in ſtriking contraſt to the miſeries occahoned either hy che 
deſertion or abuſe of them in the neighbouring Nations of Europe. 


To develope the Cauſes which have led to thoſe Scenes of accu- 
mulated horror, to which we have been witneſs, under the utter 
extirpation and public diſayowal of every religious principle; or 
to inquire how far any particular order of men may he ſuppoſed 
by their conduct to have contributed towards laying the founda» 
tion of them, would be a taſk of more difficulty in the inveſtiga- 
tion, than of certainty or perhaps of utility in the concluſion. 


Whether it be true or not, as has been inſinuated, that the ſupine- 


neſs and ſecularity of the French Clergy were among the Cauſes 
which paved the way for the aſtoniſhing Events we have ſeen, let 
us atleaſt profit by the hint to frame our character and conduct in 
ſuch a manner, as to avoid the danger of a ſimilar reproach.—Nor 


let us be deficient in Charity, in our Judgments af theſe unfortu- 
nate Men. Many of them have periſhed amid the Wreck of their 


Country and their Religian, with a courage and reſolution worthy 
of the primitive Martyrs: others deſpoiled of their property and 
driven to fave their Lives by a haſty flight, have ſcarcely found 

a ſpot in Europe on which they have been permitted to ſet their 
foot, except in theſe hoſpitable Kingdoms; where we have ſeen 
them, for the moſt part, ſupporting. theſe reyerſes of Fortune 
with patience and reſignation, and ſubmitting with exemplary 
e to the alllicting 3 of Providence. 
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It muſt be confeſſed however that the arrival:and abode 
of ſo many of theſe perſecuted- Strangers in this kingdom, has 
_ thrown a new and delicate taſk upon the Clergy in general; and 
eſpecially in the places Where they are permitted to remain. For 
whilſt, under theſe. circumſtances we are unavoidably led rather 
to compaſſionate their diſtreſſes than to contemplate their errors, 
it is certainly incumbent on us not to ſuffer our vigilanee to be 
relaxed in guarding againſt the inſinuation of thoſe tenets which 
corrupt and vitiate their Chriſtianity. I would willingly. hope 
that the particular occaſions for this vigilance can be but few and - 
that under the imperious preſſure of their. preſent: difficulties the 
intriguing Spirit of Popery will at length be at reſt. But let us 
not miſtake Confidence for Security; or ſuffer any advantage to 
be drawn from our own remiſſneſs or inattention, Thus much 
I have thought neceſſary to ſay on the Subject, leſt I ſhould ap- 
pear to any one inſenſible of a Danger which ſeems by ſome to 
be apprehended, but which I am by no means diſpoſed to mag- 
nify, At all Events, while you fuffer not your compaſſion to 
warp you from your watchfulneſs over the Proteſtant Cauſe, let 
not on the other hand your humanity be deadened by groundleſs 
fears, and ill-founded ſuſpicions. Place yourſelves as nearly as. V 
may be in the ſituation of theſe Men; let them underſtand the | 
terms upon- which they mult expett a continuance of your good 
Offices; and you will eaſily, I truſt, be able to reconcile your 
particular Duty with the. EINE PIs of TEN ub in | 
feel wont n | 1 22 411 


9 return ne from this FED: to the Saeed | 
of thoſe [fabjefs which the general character of our profeſſion, and 
the particular circumſtances of the preſent times, ſhall ſeem to ſug. 
gelt as the propereſt 88 of communication between us. And 
30 here 


Fl 

here it muſt be obvious to remark, that in times of danger and 
alarm it is peculiarly neceſſary that every one ſhould be found on 
his poſt, Nor indeed is this neceſſity confined to one order of 
Men, but reaches to all who have undettaken any charge for which 
they are anſwerable to the Public, or the faithful execution of 
which can any way contribute to the general good. But the parti- 
cular point of view in which this remark is now introduced, you 
will eaſily imagine is in order to enforce the great obligation of the 
Clergy of all denominations to reſide on their reſpective benefices; 
and eſpecially to point out the many diſadvantages ariſing from the 
non- reſidence of the Parochial Clergy. For as the enjoyment of 
thoſe offices, whether civil or eccleſiaſtical, which are uſually 
termed Sinecures, to which no Duty is properly annexed, but 
which are in fact applicable to many uſeful and defirable pnrpoſes, 
is nevertheleſs apt to be attended with much murmur and diſcon- 
tent from the world in general; ſo, much more may we expect that 
where emolument is annexed to the performance of duty, the latter 
will be looked for as the condition of the former. If the one be 

neglected it will too eaſily be argued that the other is unneceſſary. 
Thus far therefore, from political motives alone, in regard to our 
own intereſt, and with a view to ſatisfy the public mind, we are 
called upon to ſhew ourſelves properly in thoſe reſpettive. ſtations 
in which we are placed. But when we come to apply this view of 
things to reſidence upon parochial Cures, it is aſtoniſhing what a 
multitude of conſiderations preſs upon the mind, to confirm and 
enforce the obligation, Not that I would be underſtood as mean- 
ing to lay down a rigid and inflexible rule, which muſt apply to all 
caſes equally, and bend to no circumſtances whatever; a rule 
totally inconſiſtent with the infirmities of human nature, and the 
fluftuating condition of affairs; but as wiſhing, to enforce- in all of 
Nou, 25 to n if neceſſary, in the younger part of my audience, 


ho 
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who perhaps may not have turned their thoughts to this matter with 
ſufficient attention, a ſtrong ſenſe of the importance annexed to it. 
Let them reflect ſeriouſly upon what terms they were admitted into 
this Proſeſſion; and conſider whether there is any other in which 
they would be able to neglect the Duty, whilſt they receive the 
Emolument. In thoſe of Law and Phyſic the advantages depend 
upon induſtry and employment in the line you undertake: the 
fame alfo is the caſe in mercantile concerns, and in all trades and 
manufactures; thoſe who engage in military profeſſions, are: not 
only forbidden by a Point of Honor to decline any Duty they are 
called to, but even ſolicit active and hazardous employment, in 
the midſt of danger, and frequently even in noi ſome and unhealthy 
climates. If then, for the ſake of ſecuring reſpeQ and independence 
to the Clergy, the Conſtitution has wiſely fixed their income upon 
_ ſolid and permanent title, ought they to avail themſelves of that 
circumſtance to do leſs for it than they muſt do if it reſted upon a 
more precarious footing? Or, if a ſenſe of worldly honor can 
excite men to court danger and even death itſelf in defence of their 
» King and Country, and in compliance with the duties of the 
Profeſſion they have embraced, ſhall we ſuppoſe that no adequate 
motives are to be found to ſtimulate the Clergy to ſimilar exertions? 
Let them reflect, not for the purpoſes of perſonal Vanity and 
Pride, but with a ſober mind, let them refle& upon the real Value 
of their character and profeſſion, and the importance of it to the 
maintenance of Order and Religion in this world, and conſequently 
the attainment of eternal happineſs in the next; let them conſider 
the ſolemn manner in which they devoted themſelves to it at their 
ordination, and the ſerious charge they accepted at their inſtitution 
to their benefices ; let them attentively call to mind' theſe things, 
and [ truſt they will not ſuffer ny _ 2 to detain them from a 


Tegilay 


1 5 
regular and perſonal diſcharge of cheir duty. The principal diffi- 
culty however will be to eſtimate the validity of thoſe excuſes, with 
which men are apt to ſatisfy their own mind. Caſes undoubtedly 


muſt « occur, which will form exceptions to the general Rule; and 
in truth, the deciſion of theſe mult reſt principally with yourſelves. 


3 


Age and Infirmity; weak and precarious health; the means of 
providing for a numerous family; other Avocations and Engage- 
ments, not inconſiſtent with the Profeſſion, perhaps even' ariſing 
'out of it; all. theſe and other circumſtances afford Pleas plauſible 
in themſelves, and to reje& which would appear harſh and unrea- 
ſonable; but from theſe, how ready may we be to ſlide inſenſibly 
into various other perſonal accommodations and concerns, difficult 
'to be decided ypon By another, but the impediments preſented by 


Abet of removing them, 180 a ſenſe of the oropery of doing it. 


It is this defire and this ſenſe which I wiſh forcibly to impreſs upon 


| you: for though I hope I ſhall not be wanting in the proper exerciſe 
'of the Authority committed to me, upon occaſions that call for it, 


yet I ſhall ever deem it more advantageous to the Cauſe of Religion, 


as J am ſure it will be more grateful to my own feelings, that any 


reformation which appears neceſſary ſhould be brought about with 
your own concurrence and good will. Of thoſe indeed who have 
been accuſtomed to deſert their Cures merely through the Purſuit 


ol Pleaſure, or the Indolence of Diſſipation, I truſt very few will 


be found; and 1 am inclined to believe that ſuch is the general 
ſenſe. of propriety on this head, that men of this deſeription are. 


| looked upon with very little reſpect by their Brethren in general. 


But there is a Notion which prevails too much, and prevails, 1 fear, 
under che ſanction of reſpectable authority: ; that ix a Clergyman 
B of does 
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. Paley's Moral Philoſophy, chap. 14.—page 180-83. Octavo. Edition. 
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does his Share of Duty, it is indifferent m he resten it 2 
his own Pariſh, or that of another. 
| I confeſs it appears to me, that a more effectual Bar can 
not be placed againſt a general refidence than ſuch. a conceſſion as 
this. In the firſt place it is obvious that reſidence will thus for the 
moſt part be choſen in the healthieſt, the moſt agreeable, and pro- 
bably the gayeſt fituations ; thoſe of a contrary: deſcription, vill af 
courſe be deſerted by the incumbent; it is well if they are not de- 
ſerted by the Curate alſo; who in addition to the other objeQians 
againſt them, finds it neceſſary to accumulate duty in order to 
increaſe his income. Thus does one Evil beget another. But is 
the principle upon which the non-reſidence in this Caſe is. founded, 
really juſt? Is there no ſpecial deſignation to the Cure of the Souls 
of thoſe, who inhabit the particular Pariſh, to which you are inſti 
tuted? Shall we thus by our own Example confirm the People i 
the Habits they are too prone to acquire, of totally diſregarding, the 
relation between the Paſtor and his Flock; and looking perhaps 
with more complacency to. thoſe. ſelf-commiſſioned teachers, \ who 
obtrude themſelves upon them, th an to their regular and appointed | 
Miniſters? Yet this among others will be one probable Effect of 
being left to a Subſtitute. , The natural Connettion being diſſolved, 
they will more reqally. conſider themſelves at liberty | to form a new 
one. | | 


* 4 ; * 0 
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| Innumerable 0 77 inſtances "ts occur, where. the Pra 
effeRts of our eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, . and of that moſt valuable | 
part of it, a Parochial Miniſtry, will be. weakened at leaft by the 
non-refidence of the proper incumbent. If the. income of the 
Living is to be increaſed, (and it behoves the Clergy, with proper | 
temperance and moderation, to ice that their revenues bear a due 
pro- 


| 41 


proportion to the improving revenues of che Country, ) if this is to 


be done by an Abſentee, how open does he lay himſelf to the 


reproach of looking more to the Emolument than to the Duties of 
his e | 


It vin pic be faid that the in- wil too frequently 
| ae _ ſuch an Attempt, not being transferre&to a Subſtitute, 
He may probably be able to exerciſe his Miniſtry among them with 
more effect. But it is our Duty to encounter all the difficulties 
which naturally ariſe from our ſituation; and it is to be hoped that 
by perſeverance in a mild and temperate conduct, we may by 
| degrees conquer the prejudices of our pariſhioners, and conciliate 


them to our juſt claims upon proper grounds. To the non-refidence 


of the proper incumbent muſt alſo be attributed, what 1 am ſorry 
to meet with in ſeyeral parts of this Dioceſe, the decay and ruin of 


Parſonage-Houfes. A ſucceſſion of refident Miniſters not only 


. fecures the neceſſary repairs, but generally enſures alſo a gradual 
and progreflive improvement, keeping pace with the Spirit of the 
times. But on the contrary, when the buildings are untenant- 
ed, or even tenanted by a ſtranger, they are apt to become more 
and more dilapidated, till by degrees they are got paſt repair. 
The ſame happens in regard to the Lands. The Rector, having 
perhaps made his bargain for his Life, gives himſelf no farther 
trouble on behalf of his Succeſſor; and if no Terrier has before 
been made, it is a chance but the boundaries become confuſed and 


the rights of the Living endangered or loſt; as well as thoſe 


benefactions which the piety of our anceſtors have appropriated to 


the Church or to the Poor, but which the vigilant Attention 


of the Miniſter - ought to have kept up. Nor is leſs Vigilance 
and attention neceffary in the Care of the Regiſter; which in 


Fonſequence of the non-refidence of an Incumbent, is frequently 
EF | left 
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left to the haſty ſuperinteridence of a Curatę, or even to the un- 
controlled Care of the Pariſh Clerk; an evil too often manifeſt- 
ed by the errors and omiſſions which have been found in them. 


Ol this alſo, eſpecially with regard to Terriers, the An- 
ſwers to my Queries afford too many examples. It would be 
unjuſt however to quit this Subject, without expreſſing my Satiſ. 
faction at ſeveral]. recent inſtances of a condutt contrary to that 
above deſcribed ; particularly, where the zeal. and activity of 
new Incumbents have loſt no time in making amends for the in- - 
dolence of their predeceſſors; and rendering their Houſes com- 
modious and fit for reſidence. The Anxiety of the Legiſlature 
on this Subject has been manifeſted particularly by an Act of the 
iy th of his preſent Majeſty, commonly known, by the name of 5 

Mr. Gilbert's Act; by which the Incumbent is enabled, to a cer: : 
tain Point and under certain reſtrictions, to engage the income 
of the Living as a Fund for the gradual diſcharge. of a Sum of 
Money raiſed for the purpoſe of building or repairing the Houſe - 
and premiſes. A Power, which,tho' perhaps it may be deemed | 
to go but little way, yet as fay as it does go, certainly facilitates - 
the buſineſs; (as I truſt has been found in thoſe inſtances where - 
it has been tried;) and which I conceive to be well Worthy: the 
Attention of the Giergy | 


3 FA * ys ſubje of perſonal reſidence; if any 
influence is to be exerted; the ſick viſited; the profligate admoniſh- 
ed; Parents to be induced to ſend their children to be catechiſed; 
the minds of the people to be reconciled to the unavoidable preſſure. 
of the times; their miſtakes corretted and their prejudices; re- 
moyely with how. much more Norge. will. all this come from a 
| | 2 LOT | 1 2 Miniſter, 


(. 16%) 
Miniſter, whoſe reſidence has given him habits of intercourſe with 


them, and whoſe fituation gives him a natural intereſt in their 
Welfare! | 


To the Clergy themſelyes alſo many advantages will 
ariſe from a habit of exerciſing all the Duties of their Function; 
and tall more, I conceive, from exerciſing them in their proper | 
place. Indeed I have dwelt the longer on this SubjeQ, becauſe 
almoſt all the Admonitions I haye to give to the younger Clergy 
are in a manner involved in it. For I cannot but believe that 
the diſpoſitions I would wiſh to create in them, would naturally be 
either the cauſe or the effect of their viewing the obligations to 
reſidence in the light, in which I have endeayoured to place it. 
It wauld induce them not to think lightly of the Charge they have 
_ undertaken ; it would give them a true ſenſe of the importance of 


_ their Profeſſion, and the neceſſity of conforming themſelves to it 
in their lives and conyerſations. Without aſſuming a ſtiffneſs 
or formality, this conformity will manifeſt itſelf in matters of even 
an indifferent nature in their dreſs their manners —and their 
amuſements; all of which will be ſo conducted, as without in- 
terrupting the ordinary intercourſe of Life, to ſhew that they 
feel themſelyes engaged in a Taſk of higher i een and concern. 


But whatever 1 I may wiſh to give you of the 
' propriety of a perſonal reſidence, and the many advantages to 
he derived from it, yet there will be, as I obſerved before, ſome 
caſes which will admit, perhaps eyen demand, an exception. 
And tho' I think the end can hardly ever be ſo effeQually anſwered 
by a ſubſtitute, yet it is eyident that in thoſe caſes it becomes the 
next duty, to ſee that proviſion ſhould be made and care taken ta 
render the ſubſtitute as effectual as poſſible. F. or this purpoſe, ; 


he 


(4a) 


be mould be fiat Ahn and amenable to the Biſhop of the Di. 
oceſe, or the proper ordinary, by receiving his Licence; he 
ſhould receive a competent Salary; and in caſes which will any 
way admit of it, he ſhould ſupply the reſidence of the Incumbent 
in the Parſonage-Houſe. | | "Theſe are proper Objetts of the Atten- 
tion of the Biſhop. To excite that Attention, and in ſome cafes 
to render it more effeftual, an AR of Parliament was paſſed in 


the reign of Queen Anne, the Powers of which have lately been 
enlarged, and explained in an Act, which paſſed the two * 


and received che Royal Aﬀent 1 che laſt Seffion. 


— 1 N 


With reſpett to Licences, it has ever been Wü wiſh- 
ed that every Curate employed, eſpecially in the abſence of the 


| incumbent, ſhould by theſe means be made known to the Ordi- 


hary and ſubject to his Juriſdigtion. The exhibition of bis Letters 
of Orders, and the production of a proper teſtimonial upon theſe 
occaſions, affording the þeſt ſecurity again't the introduQion of 
improper perſons, and of thoſe impoſitions, which have been here- 
tofore but too frequently practiſed. But hitherto, a nomination 
from the incumbent has been deemed a neceſſary foundation for 
the Biſhop's Licence; which either from indolence or deſign hav- 


ing been frequently negleRed, the practice was getting into dif. 


uſe; a door was opened for the introduction of adventurers with- 
out character, and the commiſſion of irregularities which could not 
fall under the cognizance 'of the Ordinary, To remedy this, by 


rendering the practice of licencing Curates more conftant and re- 


gular, the preſent Bill proyides that it ſhall be in the Power of 
the Biſhop to do its without waiting for a Nomination from the 
incumbent. It 1s not to be ſuppoſed howeyer that he will make 
any farther uſe of this Power, than to correct the negligence or 


- wilfulneſs of thoſe who for a continuance forbear to grant ſuch a 


nomi- | 


i a 1 


nomination; or that he will arbitrarily interfere in the appoint- 
ment of a Curate i in any Caſe, where a proper Perſon is preſented 
to him. And to take off the Objection which ſome incumbents 
have had to admitting a licenced Curate, from an apprehenſion 
that in caſe of diſagreement or alteration, of circumſtances it would 
be difficult to, get rid of him, even with the Aſſiſtance of the 
Biſhop, if he thought proper to concur, the Power of the Dio- 
ceſan to revoke his Licence whenever he ſees fit, is recognized 
in the preſent. Act, ſo as to be in future without diſpute. There 
is indeed one Caſe in which an Incumbent may entail upon him-. 
ſelf a Curate, from whom he would i in vain wiſh to be. freed ; and 
chat i is, where he gives his nomination as a Title for Orders. But 
while a Regard to his own Intereſt dictates to him a Caution on 
this head, leſt the appointment ſhould- turn out to his own pre- 
judice, i it ought to ſuggeſt to him an equal ſerupulouſneſs, where 
he conceives himſelf ſecure, leſt he either introduce an improper 
perſon. into, the Church, or become acceſſary to a fraud upon the 


Mer by ** epaſive or colluſive nomihation. 

1 Ta — theſe 3 of. See | leagars without a no- 
mination, and revoking them at will, a large diſcretion has been 
thought to be given to the Biſhop. But ſince all Power, veſted 
im human bands, is liable to abuſe, his, deciſion in both is rendered 
ſubjefto. an Appeal to the Metropolitan. The Clergy will eaſily 
perceive that they will gain nothing by frequent and vexatious 
appeals; but ſhould any caſe occur which may fairly Juſtify it, 
I am ſure wen . for ns, rejoice ſuch. oY exiſts. * 


* 


2 
8 On hy whole 1 1 conceive Ws this egen re- 
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| ſpefting Licences, as it now ſtands, will be found, conducive to 
IT, | | | . the 


. # < 
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the preſervation of good O and Diſcipline it in the Church, 


without being liable to 1 Objection either from the incumbent 
or curate. 3 | —_— 


TT to the ſecond Point, namely, the Salaries of Curates, 
by the former AR the Biſhop was empowered to fix them as far 
as a certain Point ; which the latter has extended to a larger Sum, 
upon two principles. Firſt, that on account of the inereaſed 
Price of every Article of Life, what was at that time a compe- 
tence cannot be deemed ſo now; and ſecondly, that the Livings 
in general having been improved, it was thought fit the Salaries 


of the Curates ſhould continue to bear the ſame proportion to : 


them. And I truſt it will be well taken that amidſt the arduous 
and important ObjeQts which at this time demand their care, the 
Legiſlature has not been inattentive to the welfare of this uſeful 
and laborious ſet of Men. But to prevent any unreaſonable or 
ill- founded expectations, it is neceſſary to obſerve that the dif. 
cretion of the Biſhop is to be governed in all Caſes by the Rule 
laid down in the A& of Queen Anne, and recited in the new AQ, 
namely, that in fixing the Salary, «+ Regard muſt be had to the 
greatneſs of the Cure and the Value of the Benefice.” And un- 
der theſe reſtrictions, I am inclined to think that this part of the 
new Act can have but little if any Operation in this Dioceſe; 
for as far as I can perceive by the returns made to my Queries, 
the Salaries are in general below the Point to which they might 
have been carried by the Act of Queen Anne; which I am wil- 
ling to perſuade myſclf would not be the Cafe, unleſs the income 
of the Livings was in general ſmall. But it will be my Duty to 
inform myſelf more fully on this head, and give directions e | 


ingly, where the caſe may require it. | by 
With 


E 
a Wich regard. to the other Clauſe of the Att, namely, 
that which enjoins that, in addition to the Salary, the Curate may, 
if convenient, be accommodated with the Uſe. of the Parſonage- 
Houſe, I feel myſelf diſpoſed to give to it all the Efficacy in 
my Power; conceiving that where unfortunately the proper in- 
cumbent cannot reſide, che beſt Cure for the Evil (tho' by no 
means a. complete one) is the reſidence of a Curate: and conſi- 
dering alſo, that the Houſe is properly deſtined not merely to 
enhance the Value of a Living, but to afford a reſidence to an 
officiating miniſter. Theſe cafes however, like all others, mult 
| alſo be goyerned by circumſtances; and indeed the AR itſelf con- 
tains various reſtrittions and regulations, as to the time for which 
this indulgence may be granted, and the mode of its removal or 
ſuſpenſion. But on the whole, I conſider it as a very proper 
clauſe; and I have confident hope, that whatever I may find ne- 
ceſſary to recommend on theſe occaſions, will be received by you 
with = good- will and ready compliance. 


By che remaining Clauſes of the late AR, the Progifiane 
above-mentioned are extended to thoſe Benefices which are uſually 
called Perpetual Curacies, or Donatiyes, whether they have or 
have not been augmented by Queen Anne's Bounty. The reaſon 
of the thing ſeeming to require, that if theſe proviſions are proper 
in themſelyes, they ond * made a8 —_—_— as . in 
their : | 


| Theſe are the Obſervations which it has occurred to 
me to make upon an Att, in which you are ſo much concerned, 
that it was neceſſary you ſhould be made acquainted with it; 
which has at the ſame time given me an opportunity of diſcuſſing 
the * topics I could have wiſned to offer to ygar no.ice 
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on this Occaſion. If I have hitherto ſaid nothing to the younger 
Clergy, of the proſecution of their Studies, it is becauſe 1 wiſhed 
in the firſt place to ſecure that which alone can give value to 
them, namely, good morals, and a right intention. But the ſame 
turn of mind which will tend to form the proper G and 
character in you, will point out the proſecution of your ſtudies, 
eſpecially in the Line of your Profeſſion, not only as the molt 
rational and fitteſt employment of your leiſure time, but as a part 
alſo of the Engagement you entered into when you were admitted 
into the Miniſtry. And indeed it is on this ground only, that 
when all other circumſtances are favourable, we accept ſome times 
of a very ſmall Proficiency in Literature, in the hope and con- 
fidence that the Progreſs will be carried on and completed in 
future. Any particular directions as to the Method of this, can 
neither come within the compaſs of the preſent Addreſs, nor are 
much wanted in a dioceſe where moſt of the Candidates have re- 
ceived the advantage of an Academical Education; to enſure 
however the benefits of that advantage, I wiſh it to be as generally 
underſtood as poſlible, that it will be expected of thoſe who come 
to me for ordination, to bring with them a teſtimonial of their 
attendance on the Divinity Lectures in . ee nee | 

to which * beirn | 
Under this enen 1 00 wouk that their e 
8 when applied to the common duties of their Profeſſion, will be- 
come ſound, ſimple and rational: calculated to take ſuch hold of 
the people, as to guard them, tho' in the Spirit of Chriſtian Cha- 
rity, not only againſt the prejudices of thoſe who have long ſeparated 
from us, but againſt the attempts alſo of bold and forward enthu- 
| * to make them e content to walk | in = err 11 Path which 
; En, their- 
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their Forefathers have trod, notwithſtanding the offers of weak | 
and ſelf-ſufficient Guides to conduct them into new ones. 


Wbat remains for the preſent, may, I hope, be completed 
between us from time to time by correſpondence and perſonal in- 
tercourſe, which it will ever be my wiſh and deſire to encourage in 
all caſes, where, by Advice or Aſſiſtance, I can hope to be of any 
_ uſe, I regret, that other unavoidable engagements of duty, will 
neceſſarily detain me greatly from my Dioceſe ; but I beg leave to 
aſſure you, that I have nothing nearer my Heart than to be enabled 
ſo to condut the affairs of it, as to combine the Conſciouſneſs of 


having done my Duty with your Approbation of my Endeavours.— 


To this end, I ſhall always be ready to receive your Information, to 

_ liſten to your Counſel, and to co-operate with you in any meaſure 

which may tend to the general Good: truſting at the ſame time, that 

ſhould any Act of Authority be at any time called for to coerce 

the RefraQtory, or reclaim the Profligate, I ſhall be ſupported in 

the painful but neceflary exerciſe of it by your © countenance and 
aſhſtance, 


THE END. 


* 
8 
*% © 
— 4 


A 


r 
2 


1221 


5 
. 
$6602 a. 


— 
b 


